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New Research on the Establishment of the Marquis State System in the Early
Western Han Dynasty Ma Menglong (58)
The marquis state system of the early Western Han Dynasty was inherited from the Qin
Dynasty. Under this system, marquises, as military nobles, were granted “revenue cities”, but
were not eligible to own marquis states. In the second year of Emperor Wen’s reign, however,
the imperial government initiated a marquis state system, granting permission to marquises to
possess their own bureaucracies, palace guards, armies, ancestral temples, and altars of Soil
and Grain. This system, which elevated the status of marquises to that of princes, marked a
significant change in the military meritocracy and feudal system of the Western Han Dynasty.
Nonetheless, the policy also imposed new restraints on this group of nobles. Emperor Wen,
while nominally elevating the status of the marquises, also forced them to reside in their own
marquis states, in accordance with the principle of “princes governing their own people”.
Designed to break up a group of meritorious officials who had entrenched themselves in
Chang’an, this new policy proved effective; the meritorious officials were indeed moved
to their marquis states, where they remained under the strict surveillance of the imperial

government, greatly undermining their capacity to intervene in central state affairs.

The Concept of “Zhiyi” from Ma Duanlin and Its Significance Wu Shuguo (79)

The evolution of “zhi” (duty to serve) was based on the continuous imposition
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of “yi” (corvee labor) in ancient China, giving rise to Ma Duanlin’s concept of “zhiyi”
(position-characterized corvee service). Ma insisted that “zAiyi” was “corvee” in nature,
with the underlying implication that hardship and humbleness were an aspect of corvee
service. However, the historical documents related to “chaiyi” (appointment from
service) collected in his masterpiece, General Research on Literature: The Category of
Zhiyi, indicate that officials in service were far removed from hardship and humbleness
in that service. Such arrangements not only contradicted Ma’s understanding of “zhiyi”
but misled readers into interpreting “chaiyi” as an extension of, or even identical to, the
concept of “zhiyi”. The root cause of later scholars’ misunderstanding of “chaiyi” in Ma’s
General Research on Literature was the context prevailing in ancient China at the official
and civilian levels, which maintained the class of “officials” in obscurity. A clear analysis
on Ma’s concept of “zhiyi” is of significance to the further understanding of ancient

China’s corvee and administrative systems.

The Succession of Four Keshig Elders during the Mongol-Yuan Period
Zhang Xiaohui (100)
Keshig, one of the most distinctive steppe institutions during the Mongol-Yuan
period, has been misunderstood to some extent by both Yuan contemporaries and modern
scholars. When it was first established, keshig elders were selected from the broad set

of important noyans of the newly-established Yeke Mongol Ulus, rather than the more
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