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Abstracts and Keywords

modes of its development from completeness to structure to systematization. The
connotation of codification includes codification and codification movements and can
be divided into vertical and horizontal modes according to their legal origins. The mode
of codification also includes coordination among multiple codes. The Chinese legal
system is a testing ground for the modes of codification and has created several
codification modes in several waves of codification movements throughout history. The
codification movement led by the Tang code embodied the vertical and horizontal
codification modes that drove the birth of the Chinese legal system including Vietnam.
The Ming Dynasty codification movement created a combination of a “three-stage code”
and a “two-stage code” which inspired later modes of codification in which a
systematic and structural codification coexisted. The Qing Dynasty codification
movement developed a mode of codification in which the “Law Code” and the “Case
Code” complemented each other to achieve a neutral effect.

Keywords: modes of codification Chinese legal system ancient China ancient
Vietnam code of cases

The Contemporary Significance of Confucian Culture:
On the Enlightenment’ s Understanding of Chinese Culture

Zhang Xiping

Abstract: The history of cultural exchanges between China and the West from 1500 to
1800 AD is the only period in human history in which mutual learning between
civilizations happens. This period of history has not only left us a great heritage of “the
spread of Western learning to the East” but also an exciting chapter in history of “the
spread of Chinese cultural to the west”. The absorption of Chinese culture represented
by Confucian thought and culture by enlightenment thinkers has led us to rethink the
relationship between Chinese and Western culture and the contemporary significance of
Confucian culture from in the context of global history. For the west stepping out of
Western centrism and returning to mutual learning among civilizations is the only correct
choice. For China rediscovering and demonstrating the modern value of Chinese
traditional culture to the world is an essential task of cultural confidence and self-
awareness. History has proved that the Chinese culture represented by Confucianism is
the source of European modernity. Therefore stepping out of the worship of western
culture is the first step to rebuild Chinese culture.

Keywords: Enlightenment Confucianism cultural exchanges between China and the
West  Western centrism

Should Historical Writing Include Moral Judgment?:
A Glimpse of the Change of Ideas in Modern Historiography

Q. Edward Wang

Abstract: In his debut book of 1824 the German historian Leopold von Ranke
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