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Abstract: The theory in Xici zhuan (Commentary on the Appended Phrases) in the Book of Changes that “The action of the

Yellow Emperor (2717-2599 BCE), Yao, and Shun governing the world while chui yishang (letting their lower clothing hang

down) may imitate hexagram Qian [, The Creative 1] and hexagram Kun [, The Receptive, 2]” has had a great impact.

Throughout history, many annotators have relied on Zheng Xuan (127-200), Yu Fan (164-233), and Han Kangbo’s (332-380)

annotations as the basis, interpreting “chui yishang” as the creation of clothing, and interpreting “imitating hexagram Qian and

hexagram Kun” as “distinguishing between the noble and humble by clothing”, which is actually a false interpretation. Whether

from literature records or logical analysis, Wang Chong’s (27-97) interpretation of “clothing hanging down means no action”,

Zhang Zai’s (1020-1077) theory of “The monarch is comfortable and the courtiers work hard”, and Guo Yong’s (1106-1187) theo-

ry of “imitating the plainness of hexagram Qian and the simplicity of hexagram Kun” are the correct explanations.

Key words: Xici zhuan; clothes draping down; wuwei; yi and jian (easy and simple)
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