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The Ancient Chinese Image in U.S. High School History Textbooks: Taking the McGraw-Hill Edition of
World History as an Example (L0 Chenhui)

History textbooks are important vehicles for national historical education. They play fundamental
roles in constructing its own national image and composing other countries’ Thistory from a
self-perspective. World History, the McGraw-Hill edition of the U.S. high school history textbook,
contains many ancient Chinese histories, which offer significant clues for us to understand the U.S.
perspective. By analyzing ancient Chinese history described in the textbook, this paper perceives the
shaping and construction of ancient Chinese image in the U.S., which helps us clearly understand its
major focus. This certainly will facilitate us to design better propagating strategy, raise our soft-power,
and provide better ideas for us to spread the Chinese voice, propagate the Chinese image, and tell good
Chinese stories more actively.

The Relationship between the Writing of Wuzong’s History in Great Politics of the Royal Ming Dynasty
(Huangming Da Zhengji) and the Secret Intention of Shizong (DENG Kai, XIE Guian)

As a privately compiled history book, Great Politics of the Royal Ming Dynasty (Huangming da
zhengji) dared to expose the misdeeds of Ming Wuzong and the maladministration under his rule, just
like The Historical Facts of Wuzong (Wuzong Shilu), which exposed Wuzong's wrongdoings without
disguise. The fundamental reason is that the author Lei Li, who relied on his close relation with Ming
Shizong, was able to peep into and speculate the latter's secret jealousy and reprisal against the former
emperor, and actively catered to him by compiling history book. Huangming da zhengji followed the
historical narrative of Wuzong Shilu and consolidated the legitimacy of Shizong's rule by denigrating
Wuzong. It eventually became the textual representation which constructed historical discourse for rulers,
just as Wuzong shilu had done.

Gaimusho’s Field Investigation in the CPC Soviet Areas in 1930 (CHEN Li)

As the Changsha Incident broke out in 1930, the Gaimusho (Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
held a secret investigation which targeted the soviet areas built by the CPC in Middle, East and South
China. After a two-month field investigation, the investigators submitted abundant documents including a
437-page long report. The richness and thoroughness of its content were hardly seen. Up till now, the
investigation was highly evaluated by the academic circle and the materials from it were considered
precious records of early Communist practices. However, primitive files preserved in Japanese libraries
have revealed details in contradiction to such opinions. In fact, the investigators never traveled to the
soviet areas, let alone conduct field investigations. The final report depended on the Japanese and Soviet
intelligence. As a result, the field investigation was more apparent than real.

Gadadhar Singh’s Thirteen Months in China (ZHANG Ke)

Thirteen Months in China is a book published in 1902 by Gadadhar Singh, an Indian soldier in the
British army during the Boxer Rebellion. It is also one of the earliest modern Hindi books describing the
general situation and history of China. The book is not a diary. It records Singh’s experience of
participating in the war in China and introduces China’s history and social customs. Singh cared about
the fate of China and sympathized with the Chinese people who suffered in the war, but he also agreed
with criticisms on China and India by British colonists, and hoped that Indian readers could learn a
lesson. Thirteen Months in China is a precious material by modern Indians to narrate China. It is not

anti-imperialist, but reflects Singh’s social reform ideas which came from the modern European
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