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New Research on the Original Meaning of Shilu
Shen Xianghui

Abstract : “Shilu” is the most important assertion made by Yang Xiong on Records of the Grand Historian (Shiji),and
it has had a great influence.From ancient times to the present,scholars have mostly regarded it as the highest praise for
the history books.But if we can return to the textual context of Fayan and the cultural context of the Han dynasty,and
compare and re-examine the similarities and differences between Yang Xiong and Sima Qian from multiple perspectives
of Confucianism and history, we can see that this is a special assertion made by Yang Xiong using the writing style of
Spring and Autumn Annuals (Chungiu) , which was later transformed from a derogatory narrative to a positive one by
Ban Gu.Sima Qian’s theories are based on events and follow the events,so Records of the Grand Historian reflects the
characteristics of “Za” (miscellany) in terms of theoretical thinking. Yang Xiong,on the other hand, takes the doctrine of
Confucius as the only supreme standard of truth,and uses it to evaluate historical events.so Fa-yen is more superior in
terms of unity of thought.Therefore, the term “Shilu” certainly affirms the merits of Records of the Grand Historian
in recording historical events,but more importantly, it is actually a criticism of Sima Qian’s deficiency in ideological
understanding, which is precisely the basis for Yang Xiong’s creation of Fayan to correct Records of the Grand
Historian.As Yang Xiong mimicked the Confucian classics and tried to convert to the sage by criticizing Zhuzi(G& F) »
Records of the Grand Historian as “Shilu” was inevitably considered to be out of line with the sage’s thinking and the
Confucian classics. In the process of the gradual separation of history from Confucianism, the tradition of
historiography.with seeking truth and transmitting credibility as its core feature, was highly respected by the later

generations,so “Shilu”

was naturally regarded as a positive word. Therefore, the transmutation of the meaning of
“Shilu” reflects some important features in the separation of Confucianism and history,and is of great significance in
the academic history as well as cultural history.

Keywords: Shilu; Records of the Grand Historian ;Sima Qian; Yang Xiong;Confucianism
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