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Orthodoxy and Usurpation: Recording Date with Ordinal Numeral in
Official History and the Writing of History

Niu Jiqing

Abstract: Emperor Taizong of Tang repeatedly asked to read the national history and personally defined the “Xuanwu
Gate Incident”, Jiutangshu : Taizong Benji and related biographies used the method of recording date with ordinal
numeral to describe the “Xuanwu Gate Incident”, and other biographies also described major rebellious events in the
same way. Tracing the sources, Hanshu :Wang Mang Zhuan was the first to record the history of the fall of Xin Mang
and the renewal of Liu Han with the combination of ordinal numeral and Chinese sexagenary cycle. With the
improvement of official history in Sanguozhi , Hou Hanshu ,Song Shu and so on,this way of historical writing, which
used the change of recording date to implement the “writing style of Chungiu” and achieved the goal of maintaining
orthodoxy, punishing evil,and discouraging chaos,had been quite mature by Tang and the Five Dynasties.Its ideological
basis is the concept of “zhengshuo” gradually formed since the Warring States period,and the Qin and Han dynasties.
Keywords: Official History; Recording Date with Ordinal Numeral; Writing Style of Chunqiu; Jiutangshu ; Historical
Writing ; Zhengshuo
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