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Discussion on the Difference between General History

and Universal History
Taking the Historical Works of WANG Fu-zhi and Bossuet as Objects

LIU Jun-bo

Abstract: Bossuet was an important French theologian and historian in the 17th century, and Discourse on
Universal History is his representative work in historiography. Since the early 20th century, many translations
and research works in China have translated the title of Bossuet’s book as “i# 5238” or “tH Ji# 17, which is
not quite appropriate. Mr. LIU Jia~he has pointed out that there is a difference between the Chinese and the
Western in terms of the characteristics of general history and universal history. Universal history must of
course lake time as its warp, but its focus is on the spatial latitude of the universal in common time. On the oth-
er hand, general history must of course take space as its latitude, but its focus is on the temporal warp of time.
In other words, the connotation of Universal History in Western thought is very different from that of the Chi-
nese concept. The core of the Chinese concept of “universal history” lies in the idea of “the evolution of the
past and the present”, or “the changes of the past and the present”, as SIMA Qian put it. Although WANG Fu-
zhi’ s historical writings are in the style of historical treatises, he paid special attention to revealing the chang-
es in the past and the present, as well as the dialectical development and deep causes of historical changes, es-
pecially his profound grasp of the relationship between changes and constants, making him another typical rep-
resentative of the “spirit of general history” in Chinese historiography since SIMA Qian. As Bossuet, who is ba-
sically of the same era as WANG Fu—zhi, although his historical works cover a wide range of time in terms of
content, the guiding ideology is the theological concept of Christian universal history, which attributes histori-
cal changes to divine will, and fails to reflect the idea of “dialectically treat the changes of ancient and modern
times”.This was an important difference between Chinese and Western traditional historical concepts.

Key words: General history, Universal history, WANG Fu—zhi, Bossuet
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