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On the Category of “Towns and Villages” in Local Records of
The Song and Yuan Dynasties

Wang Xu

Abstract The category of “towns and villages” ( ) in the local records of Song and Yuan
Dynasties originated from earlier map books and the explanations of the place name local scenery and
other contents inherited the tradition of the geographical records. It didn’ t wildly record the situation of
“towns and villages” in map books of the Tang Dynasty and the content were limited to the number and
names of towns. In the Northern Song Dynasty the local records of “towns and villages” have been very
common. The compilation principle of “unified style” in Xiangfu’ s ZHOUXIANTUJING had established
the position of “towns and villages” in the local records but at this time it has not been standardized by
special categories. In the Southern Song Dynasty the “towns and villages” in local records was further
developed which reflected in the its number increased greatly. At that time most of the “towns and
villages” had special categories and rich the content. The purpose of recording “towns and villages” not
only meets the need to senior officials and grassroots governance but also had educational function. The
reason for the disorderly characteristics such as the hierarchical differences and the vague jurisdictional
relationships in the local chronicles of Song and Yuan Dynasty are as follows: the diverse sources of
gazette materials the temporal and spatial differences in the compilation the change of the compilers;
The “localization” features of the grassroots management system in the Song Dynasty and there was a
gap between the grassroots management system and the compilation of local records in the Song Dynasty.

Key words the local records of Song and Yuan Dynasty map books compilation of local

records category of “towns and villages” system of towns and villages
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