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From “Race” to “Nation”

On the Preliminary Self—consciousness of Liang Qichao’ s National Thought
JIANG Yechuan

Abstract: As the core of national salvation discourse in the modern China, Liang Qichao’ s view of race
and nation obvious shifted from “race view” to “national view” at the end of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th century, which was a sign that his national thought had reached the preliminary self-
consciousness. The change of expression from different“big and small ethnic groups” to “big and small ethnic
groups” was the key manifestation of Liang Qichao’ s national thought towards self—consciousness, hence the
concpets of “race” and “nation” had experienced from interdependence to distinction, and the concept of
“Chinese nation” put forward in the meantime marked the maturity of Liang’ s national thought. In this
process of self—consciousness, Liang’ s proposal on the construction of community for the Chinese nation and
the foresight of the development of modern China, as an important part of the national discourse, led the
development of the movement of saving the nation from subjugation and ensuring its survival in modern
China, and have provided valuable ideological heritage and spiritual wealth for the development of current
ethnic affairs and the cultivation and consolidation of the sense of community for the Chinese nation.

Key Words: Liang Qichao; views on race ; views on nationality; national thought; community for the

Chinese nation
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