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The American Scientific Community and the Strategic Defense Initiative

ZHAO Xuegong ( 4)

After Reagan took office, the U.S. nuclear strategy and national security policy underwent significant
changes. The Reagan administration abandoned the mutually assured destruction strategy and proposed
the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) that would lead the U.S.-Soviet arms race into space. SDI was
strongly opposed by many American scientists. In their opinion, the SDI was not only technically
infeasible, but also would inevitably destroy the strategic balance between the U.S. and the Soviet
Union, triggering a new round of arms race and endangering world peace and stability. A group of
scientists published relevant research reports and questioned the feasibility of the SDI, expressing their
dissatisfaction with the Reagan administration through petitions, lobbying, and boycotting participation
in research activities. On the other hand, another group of scientists were actively involved in the
research projects. The opposition from the scientific community did not stop the Reagan administration’s
strategic defense initiative, although it had some impact on the implementation of the research program

The Main Civilizations Rising in the Medieval World and Their Charactenstlcs

LIU Jinghua (23)

In the medieval times of the world, the second wave of civilization emerged. Among the civilizations rising
in this era, the Germanic civilization, Slavic civilization and Arab-Islamic civilization have the greatest
impact on the modern world. Similar to ancient civilizations, these three civilizations in the middle ages
were all independent and original civilizations, which were the result of the natural development of their
creators’ societies. Unlike ancient civilization, the creators of these three major civilizations all had a nomadic
background, and still had certain nomadic habits when integrated into agricultural civilization; they were all
civilizations of conquerors; they were all religious civilizations and adhered to monotheism. Their emergence
and development had encountered an excellent international environment and opportunity, and they also
absorbed many nutrients from foregoing civilizations and coetaneous civilizations. Because of the endogenous
mechanism and growth space of civilization were different, European civilization finally stood out from them
and took the lead in moving towards a capitalist industry society.

The Poor Rate of Tudor Dynasty and its Taxation Spirit

ZHANG Dianging (35)

In order to eliminate the persistent phenomenon of social poverty, the Tudor government had enacted a series
of Poor Laws to transform church-led charitable donations into a government-imposed tax on poverty. The
poor rate was a new tax created on the basis of local practice. It was a kind of local tax authorized by the
Parliament, with the parish as the collection unit, with a self-determined tax rate and regular collection, which
was used to relieve the local poor families. The emergence of the poor rate indicated the transformation
of the tax function from simply obtaining fiscal revenue to directly applying it to the people and regulating the
gap between the rich and the poor in social governance. The use of taxes for national internal affairs and the
regularization of collection had become the principles of the development of the modern tax system in England

The Church Tax and Its Influence During the Anglo-Saxon Period

TANG Qiuxiang (48)

Both the Anglos and Saxons were pagans in religion at first, but in the 7th century all the Anglo-Saxon kings and
their vassals converted to Christianity. With the rise of Christian culture, church taxes such as church-scot began to
appear in the Anglo-Saxon law codes. The church tax was an important source of church wealth in the Anglo-Saxon
period. Although the Church had political power and moral authority among the people, the church tax increased
the heavy burden of the Anglo-Saxons, making rural life in early medieval England more unstable

Mayoral Qualifications in Late Medieval England

JIANG Qizhou (58)

The mayoralty was widely established in major cities and boroughs of England since the 13th century. As a
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