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human civilization to evolve in an accelerated manner. The anthropological ontological
paradox of the division between man’ s physical and spiritual existence has its own
manifestations in both Eastern and Western civilizations. The modernity shaped by
Western civilization is characterized by the paradox of civilization and barbarism and
the hegemony of “pseudo-universality.” Over a long historical period, the center of
gravity of human civilization has shifted in response to different historical
opportunities. The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation will profoundly influence
the new pattern of civilization in the 21st century. Universal human interaction is an
important condition for the development of civilization, and mutual appreciation
among civilizations helps different peoples to provide their unique contributions to the

overall progress of human civilization.

The Archaeological Interpretation of the Determining Criteria and Developmental Path
of Chinese Civilization Liu Qingzhu » 82 -

The project of tracing the origins of Chinese civilization substantiates China’ s
million-year human history, ten-thousand-year cultural history, and more than five-
thousand-year civilizational history. Cities and capitals are the foremost tangible
embodiment throughout the development and formation of Chinese civilization and are
significant manifestations of ancient Chinese ritual. While other civilizations usually
consider metal ware, writing, and cities as key markers of their origins, unique
archaeological findings can provide a reference frame for the origin of Chinese
civilization in ritual vessels and architectural remains, which mirror the material
manifestations of social ritual. By examining the sites of ancient Chinese capitals and
palaces, noting the transition from “shrines side by side with palaces” to “the
imperial ancestral shrine on the left and the altar to the gods of earth and grain on the

> to “centralaxis” in city

right,” and observing the evolution from “dual-axis’
planning, we can delve into the cultural genes that have shaped the development of
Chinese civilization. Throughout history, China’ s first inhabitants and their
descendants have forged strong traditions of ancestral identification, the unity and
commensurability of family and state, and identification with the state. Characterized
by powerful cohesiveness and inclusiveness, these traditions form the subtly
ingrained and daily practiced cultural genes of Chinese civilization. They are the
fundamental reasons behind the enduring continuity of Chinese civilization for over

five thousand years.

The Written Symbols and Ritual Civilization of Erlitou Culture
Yuan Guangkuo 100

In recent years, a relatively large number of symbols with ideographic characteristics
e 206 -



